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ABSTRACT

In 2001, the Object Management Group (OMG) introduced the Model Driven Architecture® (MDA®) to the software engineering community.  The OMG MDA separates the fundamental logic behind a specification from the specifics of the particular middleware that implements it. This allows rapid development and delivery of new interoperability specifications that use new deployment technologies but are based on proven, tested business models. Organizations can use MDA to meet the integration challenges posed by new platforms, while preserving their investments in existing business logic based on existing platforms.

In Mr. Docket’s presentation “An Expanded View of MDA”, he explores the integration of Business Process Management (BPM) and its associated models and artifacts into the MDA approach to software engineering.  In its current definition, MDA supposes that business models will be constructed using the Unified Modeling Language (UML).  Although UML is an excellent notation for software architects and developers, it is confusing and cumbersome to business analysts and non-IT professionals.  “An Expanded View of MDA” shows that Business Process Models can be used as the top level design artifacts in an MDA process, thereby creating a more end-to-end approach to software engineering.
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